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“Lead with culture, language 
will follow.”

- Donna Clementi, Ph.D.
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World 
Languages 5 Cs 

Framework
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The higher the Proficiency, the more 
crucial the culture becomes!



SLIDESMANIA.COM

Lair, A. & Sun, V. 2022

Cultural Frameworks
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The revised W-R standards 
put the learner at the core of 
the instruction

Compare and contrast, 
cultures, and connections 
©ACTFL

The World Readiness 
Standards (ACTFL 1996)



SLIDESMANIA.COM Lair, A. & Sun, V. 2022



SLIDESMANIA.COM Lair, A. & Sun, V. 2022



SLIDESMANIA.COM Lair, A. & Sun, V. 2022

The Cultural Triangle (ACTFL 1999)

Perspectives
(meanings, attitudes, values, ideas)

[WHY?]

Practices
(patterns of social 

interactions)

[How? When? 
Where? Who?]

Products
(books, tools, foods, 

laws, music, games)

[What?]
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–  Product: galette / tortilla 
–  Practices: when/where/who/how
–  Perspectives: meaning, values, attitudes

The learner is at the core of the lesson. 
What matters is how (s)he learns, understands, 
investigates and interacts vis-à-vis another culture. 
© ACTFL 1999

Let’s work on the following product:
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Galette
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Tortilla
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Cultural Iceberg

Useful to 
understand the 
meaning of the 
products. 
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Cultural comparisons between cultures
Cultural comparisons 

between cultures

Culture 2 Culture 1
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Up and down to integrate the communities
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Writing Activities - Draft

1. I used to think that 
...

3.  Now, I 
understand/know 

that… (make sure to 
include cultural 

comparisons)

2.  I have learned 
that… (new 

perspectives)
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NCSSFL-ACTFL Intercultural 
Communication Guidelines (2017) 

What are some tasks learners can 
perform at the different proficiency 
levels? 

NCSSFL-ACTFL Can Do Statements

https://www.actfl.org/sites/default/files/CanDos/Novice%20Can-Do_Statements.pdf
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Let’s use the Standards to enhance Proficiency

The 3 Ps: 
Product 

Assigned

Investigate

Interact

Discuss in class to 
clarify
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Some examples of  

interculturality
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L’abécédaire de Paris

1er grade DLI, Julien 
Naudot
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FRNCH 3118: Paris, ville 
des lumières

● Histoire de Paris à 
travers ses grands 
personnages 

● Mode, gastronomie, 
Paris ville moderne 

➔ Prendre position sur une 
des thèmes traités en 
cours  
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Choosing an Authentic Text



SLIDESMANIA.COM Lair, A. & Sun, V. 2022

What is considered an “authentic”text?

Why should we use authentic texts?

Where does one find authentic texts?

How does one select and adapt authentic texts 
for our students?

Authentic Texts
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Authentic Texts

● Authentic texts are artifacts (printed, audio, visual) created 
by native speakers for native speakers, without education 
and language-learning in mind. 

● Semi-authentic texts are artifacts (printed, audio, visual) 
created by native- or non-native speakers based on 
original materials, adapted for language learning. 

● Created texts are artifacts (printed, audio, visual) created 
by native- or non-native speakers for language learners 
with an academic goal. 
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Are all of the following authentic texts?

Brochures

TV shows

Songs

Websites

Movies

ReceiptsRestaurant menus

Recipes

Wikipedia
Maps

Airplane tickets

Bus/Metro schedules
Grammar songs

Posters

Crossword puzzles

Legends

Ads

Calendars

YouTube

Children’s stories

Magazines

Student schedules
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Authentic Texts

● What materials are used in your classrooms?
● To what genre of texts do they have exposure?
● From where did these texts come?
● Who are the authors of these texts?
● How would you describe the language used in the texts 

and its usefulness for your students?
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Why use authentic texts?

● The resources contain products, practices, and cultural 
perspectives

● They provide opportunities for learners to use or 
develop cognitive skills in that language

● They provide opportunities for learners to interact with 
others that move them towards development of 
proficiency in the 3 modes of communication 
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Sample: Tu lis où?

Connections to People
● bookstores
● cafés
● schools
● hammock
● libraries
● in a bath
● in bed
● in the restroom

Culture
● Metro and public 

transportation

https://www.amazon.fr/Tu-lis-o%C3%B9-Magali-Huche/dp/2723469514/ref=as_li_ss_il?_encoding=UTF8&psc=1&refRID=G7DBJW6DJETTB13S6R3H&linkCode=li3&tag=boutdegomm-21&linkId=1370399489eef67f2d02768fa336c066
https://www.amazon.fr/Tu-lis-o%C3%B9-Magali-Huche/dp/2723469514/ref=as_li_ss_il?_encoding=UTF8&psc=1&refRID=G7DBJW6DJETTB13S6R3H&linkCode=li3&tag=boutdegomm-21&linkId=1370399489eef67f2d02768fa336c066
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Authentic Resources

● Leslie Grahn, Coordinator of World Languages, Howard 
County Public Schools, retired, has a great collection of 
authentic resources in multiple languages.
○ Images
○ Videos

https://www.pinterest.com/grahnforlang/
https://www.grahnforlang.com/authentic-resources.html
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Thank you very much for coming!

Navigating Dual Immersion: A Teacher’s Companion 
for the School Year and Beyond is now available for 
pre-order via TBR Books!

Conference attendees receive 10% off with the code: 
NDI10  

https://tbr-books.org/product/navigating-dual-immersion
https://tbr-books.org/product/navigating-dual-immersion
https://tbr-books.org/product/navigating-dual-immersion
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bit.ly/3IM4iVM
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