
 DLI MIDDLE AND HIGH SCHOOL ENTRY PROCESS 

For NATIVE & HERITAGE LANGUAGE STUDENTS  

 
 

●​ DLI and Bridge are language programs designed for ALL students with language proficiency acquired 
from alternative pathways or experiences (including home, from the DLI Program, or from World 
Languages.  

●​ DLI is not an honors program (do not label DLI courses or limit course entry as “honors”).  
●​ DLI is a general education program, open to students with 504 and IEP Plans.  

 

RATIONALE 

●​ The Utah DLI Model was designed to serve ALL 

students, while uniquely serving multilingual 

students to continue studying heritage language 

and cultures while developing college and 

career level language proficiency and 

communication skills in BOTH English and the 

home/heritage language. 

●​ Access to early college (AP and Concurrent 

Enrollment) coursework benefits ALL students, 

strongly predicting access and success in college. In 

Utah, access to just 1 AP or CE course more than 

doubles the chance of students from Low 

Socioeconomic households and by 

Latino/Hispanic students to enroll in college.  

 

PROCESS: 

1.​ MS and HS teams (admin and counselors) prepare for the DLI Alternative Entry Process. 

Meet to create an action plan:  

a.​ WHAT: What are the DLI/Bridge Program pathways for Native/Heritage Language Students?  

b.​ WHY: Share and discuss research base for the Utah DLI Model (especially Thomas & Collier, 

2001-2009) and rationale for serving multilingual students. 

c.​ HOW: Determine a timeline and division of duties (determine funding source, order tests, 

prepare for testing, etc.). 

2.​ Invite students:  all Multilingual Learner students (e.g. ML, EL, Newcomers, Latinos in Action) and inform 

them about the DLI entry and the DLI-to-Bridge Pathways. 

Conduct Outreach to students and parents using multiple communication methods:  

a.​ Present and disseminate information at Parent Nights (e.g. Spanish breakout table or session) 

b.​ Send letters to parent/students for option to test 

c.​ Phone calls by Community Liaison or Community Outreach Coordinator 

d.​ Grade 5/6 Counselor Middle and 8/9/10 Counselor High School Communication through 

transition meetings or course registration sessions (e.g. SEOP conference)    

3.​ Collect responses from students/parents who wish to participate/enroll (e.g. Student Eligibility Tracker 

Spreadsheet) 

4.​ Administer STAMP test for students who opt in.  

5.​ Register students for appropriate next course (refer to “DLI Placement Flow Chart,” p.2).  

 

Program Support Document Templates (NOTE: docs under development) 

●​ Utah DLI-to-Bridge Pathways 
●​ USBE Secondary DLI Pathways 
●​ MS/HS School Outreach letter 

(English/Spanish): “Did you know that 
joining Dual Language Immersion (DLI) 
in middle or high school is possible?”  

●​ STAMP Performance Benchmarks 2025 
●​ Student Eligibility Tracker- spreadsheet 
●​ STAMP results/Course Placement-Email to family 
●​ AUTOMATIC Placement Letter-newcomer/DLI transfer 
●​ SPR (Student Proficiency Report) documents grades 5+ 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Q6DoJW_hlTtLLfoIWEzpoye-uJ8j1Xmd/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1cJznvBGTmjBTfvZzwWaXYVPjjgcpYGh5/view?usp=drive_link
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1-wyGeyYtSJzgGL3410jSdB7EVcsVgE0z/edit
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1r9fbaa6pIP1k_PS7GsoDbL6fuf9vuEIs/view?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1AWurmSt_OjJuOkM04KhWBODxVVCQAIJb/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1hUYSaJVhcxWby8emW4GOySIlbeC5dgb5/edit


DLI PLACEMENT FLOW CHART & PROCESS FOR 

INCOMING STUDENTS 

DLI TRANSFER, NATIVE SPEAKERS, HOME AND 

HERITAGE SPEAKERS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


