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Session Goals 

• I can define interculturality. 

 

• I can explain its relevance  for immersion 
learners. 

 

• I can align  intercultural can-do statements 
with proficiency targets. 

 

• I can plan opportunities for intercultural 
encounters. 

 



    Think, Pair, Share 

What is the purpose of  immersion 

programs? 

 



Benefits 
Inside Language 

Community 

• High proficiency levels 
 

• Cognitive development 

 

• Improved literacy 

 

• Preparation for global  

   work market 

• 21st century skills & 

global competence 

 

           Outside 

• Improved achievement 
(test scores) 

 

• Closing achievement 
gap 

 

• Preparation for global 
job market 

 

• Cultural competency 



 Workplace Proficiency  



Workplace Demands 



Global Professional 

Global 

Competency 

Interculturality 

Language 

Proficiency 

Academic 

Content 



Academic Content 



Next Generation 

3.Interdependent Relationships in Ecosystems  

Cause and Effect  

 Cause and effect relationships are routinely 

identified and used to explain change. (3-LS2- 1),(3-

LS4-3)  

Scale, Proportion, and Quantity  

 Observable phenomena exist from very short to very 

long time periods. (3-LS4-1)  

Systems and System Models  

 A system can be described in terms of  its 

components and their interactions. (3-LS4-4)  



Global Competence 



 EdSteps Matrix 



Global Competence 

“Global competence 
is the capacity and 
disposition to 
understand and act 
on issues of  global 
significance.” 

 



Language Proficiency 



UT Language Proficiency 

Targets  

 



 DE Language Proficiency  

Targets 



   JCPS Language Proficiency 

                        Targets  



  Culture in Immersion 

How do learners encounter  

Culture in an immersion program? 



Academic Content 



How Chinese Multiply 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SO-qULaAwMY 



Division French Style 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XAtqiJ1o10k 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XAtqiJ1o10k
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XAtqiJ1o10k


Next Generation 

3.Interdependent Relationships in Ecosystems  

Cause and Effect  

 Cause and effect relationships are routinely 

identified and used to explain change. (3-LS2- 1),(3-

LS4-3)  

 

Scale, Proportion, and Quantity  

 Observable phenomena exist from very short to very 

long time periods. (3-LS4-1)  

 

Systems and System Models  

 A system can be described in terms of  its 

components and their interactions. (3-LS4-4)  



Next Generation 
ESS2.D: Weather and Climate  

  Scientists record patterns of  the weather across 

different times and areas so that they can make 

predictions. (3-ESS2-1)  

  Climate describes a range of  an area's typical 

weather conditions and the extent to which those 

conditions vary over years. (3-ESS2-2)  

 

ESS3.B: Natural Hazards  

 A variety of  natural hazards result from natural 

processes. Humans cannot eliminate natural 

hazards but can take steps to reduce their 

impacts.   

  



Next Generation 

    S-PS1-4 

• Develop a model that predicts and changes in 

particle motion, temperature, and a state of  

pure substance when thermal energy is added 

or removed. 

• The changes of  state that  with variations in 

temperature  or pressure can be described and 

predicted using these modes of  matter. 



Examples 







Examples 



Examples 
• CCSS.MATH.CONTENT.3.MD.D.8 

Solve real world and 

mathematical problems involving 

perimeters of  polygons, including 

finding the perimeter given the 

side lengths, finding an unknown 

side length, and exhibiting 

rectangles with the same 

perimeter and different areas or 

with the same area and different 

perimeters. 

 



National   

Cultures Goal 
1996 

Gain Knowledge 

and 

Understanding 

of  Other 

Cultures 

       2013 

Interact with 

cultural 

competence and 

understanding 



National   

Cultures Goal 
1996 

Gain Knowledge 

and 

Understanding 

of  Other 

Cultures 

       2013 

Interact with 

cultural 

competence and 

understanding 



National  

Cultures Goal 
1996 

2.1 Students 

demonstrate an 

understanding 

of  the relationship  

between practices 

and perspectives of  

the culture studied. 

      2013 
Relating cultural 
practice to 
perspectives 

Learners use  the 
language to investigate, 
explain, and reflect on 
the relationship 
between practices and 
perspectives of  the 
cultures studied. 

 



National  

Cultures Goal 
1996 

2.2 Students 

demonstrate an 

understanding 

of  the relationship  

between products and 

perspectives of  the 

culture studied. 

     2013 
Relating cultural 
products to 
perspectives 

Learners use  the 
language to investigate, 
explain, and reflect on 
the relationship 
between products and 
perspectives of  the 
cultures studied. 

 



Perspectives 



Definition 

Interculturality 
a dynamic process of  active 

participation in communication 

guided by an awareness and 

understanding of  culture. 

 



Proficiency & Interculturality 

Language 
Proficiency 

Cultural 
Knowledge 
 

Novice  
Interculturality  

Intermediate 
Interculturality 

Advanced 
 Interculturality 

Superior  
Intercultuality 



   Core Competencies 



  Intercultural Benchmarks 



Indicators & Targets 



Adapting the Lesson 
 

Grade 3  Geometry:  Reason with shapes and 
their attributes.   

• Understand that shapes in different 
categories (e.g., rhombuses, rectangles, and 
others) may share attributes (e.g., having four 
sides), and that the shared attributes can 
define a larger category (e.g., quadrilaterals).  

 

• Recognize rhombuses, rectangles, and 
squares as examples of  quadrilaterals, and 
draw examples of  quadrilaterals that do not 
belong to any of  these subcategories. 
 



Adapting the Lesson 
Basic Immersion Immersion + Culture Immersion + 

Interculturality 

Teach the shapes 
in Spanish using 
colored, plastic 
manipulatives, etc.  
 

Teach the shapes 
using authentic 
manipulatives (e.g. 
target culture 
buildings, food 
boxes, toys, etc.)  
 

With a partner 
school in the 
target culture , 
exchange pictures 
and descriptions of 
shapes that are 
found in/on local 
buildings. 
 



Adapting the Lesson 

  Science Standard 

• 4ESS2-1 Make observations or 

measurements to provide 

evidence of  effects of  weather on 

erosion. 

• W4 7 Conduct short research 

projects through investigation. 

 



Adapting the Lesson 

Basic Immersion Immersion + Culture Immersion + 
Interculturality 



flatconnections.org 

 

“Flat encounters is 

about working with 

the world for positive 

change through 

collaboration and co-

creation that builds 

understanding and 

leads to action.” 



Partner Schools 

• http://www.elanguages.org/ 

• http://www.connectallschools.
org/node/132295 

•  www.us.iearn.org 

• http://wws.peacecorps.gov/w
ws/correspond/ 

 
 

 



Resources 

 Language Educator, January 2014: Focus on Cultural  
Proficiency 
 

 NNELL, Spring 2013 Issue:  Building Intercultural  
 Competence Through Language Learning 

 

 KY Standard for World Language Proficiency 
http://education.ky.gov/curriculum/wlang/Pages/Curric
ulum-Documents-and-Links.aspx 

 

SC Standard for World Language Proficiency 

http://ed.sc.gov/agency/programs-services/63/ 

 



Session Goals 

• I can define interculturality. 

 

• I can explain its relevance  for immersion 
learners. 

 

• I can align  intercultural can-do 
statements with proficiency targets. 

 

• I can plan  opportunities for intercultural 
encounters. 

 



Contact Info 

Ruta Couet, SC 

rcouet@ed.sc.gov 

 

 

Jacque Van Houten, KY 

jacque.vanhouten@jefferson.kyschools.us 

 




